
Page 1134 TITLE 16—CONSERVATION § 778a 

(2) to determine methods for production of 
fingerling fishes for stocking in commercial 
reservoirs; 

(3) to develop methods for the control of 
parasites and diseases of brood fishes and of 
fingerlings prior to stocking; 

(4) to develop economical methods for rais-
ing the more desirable species of fishes to a 
marketable size; 

(5) to determine, in cooperation with the 
Secretary of the Interior, the effects of fish- 
rice rotations, including crops other than rice 
commonly grown on rice farms, upon both the 
fish and other crops; and 

(6) to develop suitable methods for harvest-
ing the fish crop and preparing it for market-
ing, including a study of sport fishing as a 
means of such harvest. 

(Pub. L. 85–342, § 1, Mar. 15, 1958, 72 Stat. 35; Pub. 
L. 104–127, title VIII, § 889(a)(1), Apr. 4, 1996, 110 
Stat. 1180.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–127, in introductory provisions, sub-
stituted ‘‘Secretary of Agriculture shall’’ for ‘‘Sec-
retary of the Interior is authorized and directed to’’ 
and ‘‘1 or more centers’’ for ‘‘an experiment station or 
stations’’ and, in par. (5), substituted ‘‘Secretary of the 
Interior’’ for ‘‘Department of Agriculture’’. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 778a of this title. 

§ 778a. Acquisition of lands; construction of 
buildings; employment of personnel; coopera-
tion with other agencies; publication of re-
sults 

For the purpose of carrying out the provisions 
of this chapter, the Secretary of Agriculture is 
authorized (1) to acquire by purchase, con-
demnation, or otherwise such suitable lands, to 
construct such buildings, to acquire such equip-
ment and apparatus, and to employ such officers 
and employees as he deems necessary; (2) to co-
operate with State and other institutions and 
agencies upon such terms and conditions as he 
determines to be appropriate; and (3) to make 
public the results of such research and experi-
ments conducted pursuant to section 778 of this 
title. 

(Pub. L. 85–342, § 2, Mar. 15, 1958, 72 Stat. 35; Pub. 
L. 104–127, title VIII, § 889(a)(2), Apr. 4, 1996, 110 
Stat. 1180.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–127 substituted ‘‘the Secretary of 
Agriculture is authorized’’ for ‘‘the Secretary of the In-
terior is authorized’’. 

§ 778b. Cooperation with Secretary of the Inte-
rior 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to 
cooperate in carrying out the provisions of this 
chapter by furnishing such information and as-
sistance as may be requested by the Secretary of 
Agriculture. 

(Pub. L. 85–342, § 3, Mar. 15, 1958, 72 Stat. 35; Pub. 
L. 104–127, title VIII, § 889(a)(3), Apr. 4, 1996, 110 
Stat. 1180.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–127 substituted ‘‘the Secretary of 
the Interior’’ for ‘‘The Department of Agriculture’’ and 

‘‘requested by the Secretary of Agriculture’’ for ‘‘re-
quested by the Secretary of the Interior’’. 

§ 778c. Authorization of appropriations 

There are hereby authorized to be appro-
priated such sums as may be necessary to carry 
out the provisions of this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 85–342, § 4, Mar. 15, 1958, 72 Stat. 35.) 

§§ 778d to 778h. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Sections, Pub. L. 89–701, §§ 1–5, Nov. 2, 1966, 80 Stat. 
1089, 1090, related to fish protein concentrate and au-
thorized the Secretary of the Interior to promote stud-
ies, conduct research and experiments, and construct 
and lease experiment and demonstration plants. The 
authority of the Secretary under these sections expired 
at the expiration of five years from Nov. 2, 1966 by the 
express terms of section 778h of this title. 

Section 778f was amended by Pub. L. 90–549, Oct. 4, 
1968, 82 Stat. 936. 

CHAPTER 10D—STATE COMMERCIAL FISH-
ERIES RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECTS 

§§ 779 to 779f. Repealed. Pub. L. 99–659, title III, 
§ 309, Nov. 14, 1986, 100 Stat. 3736 

Section 779, Pub. L. 88–309, § 2, May 20, 1964, 78 Stat. 
197; 1970 Reorg. Plan No. 4, eff. Oct. 3, 1970, 35 F.R. 15627, 
84 Stat. 2090; Pub. L. 94–273, § 4(3), Apr. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 
377; Pub. L. 94–485, § 1(1), Oct. 12, 1976, 90 Stat. 2326, de-
fined terms used in this chapter. 

Section 779a, Pub. L. 88–309, § 3, May 20, 1964, 78 Stat. 
197; 1970 Reorg. Plan No. 4, eff. Oct. 3, 1970, 35 F.R. 15627, 
84 Stat. 2090, related to cooperation with States on 
projects for the research and development of commer-
cial fisheries resources, joint projects between States, 
consent to interstate compacts, and reservation of 
right to alter, amend or repeal consent. 

Section 779b, Pub. L. 88–309, § 4, May 20, 1964, 78 Stat. 
197; Pub. L. 90–551, §§ 1–3, Oct. 4, 1968, 82 Stat. 957; 1970 
Reorg. Plan No. 4, eff. Oct. 3, 1970, 35 F.R. 15627, 84 Stat. 
2090; Pub. L. 92–590, §§ 1–3, Oct. 27, 1972, 86 Stat. 1303; 
Pub. L. 95–53, June 22, 1977, 91 Stat. 249; Pub. L. 96–262, 
§ 1, June 5, 1980, 94 Stat. 437; Pub. L. 97–389, title I, § 101, 
Dec. 29, 1982, 96 Stat. 1949, authorized appropriations to 
carry out this chapter. 

Section 779c, Pub. L. 88–309, § 5, May 20, 1964, 78 Stat. 
198; Pub. L. 94–273, § 3(3), Apr. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 376; Pub. 
L. 94–485, § 1(2), (3), Oct. 12, 1976, 90 Stat. 2326, provided 
for apportionment among States of funds appropriated 
under former section 779b of this title. 

Section 779d, Pub. L. 88–309, § 6, May 20, 1964, 78 Stat. 
198; Pub. L. 94–485, § 1(4), Oct. 12, 1976, 90 Stat. 2326, pro-
vided for approval of projects for funding, and payment 
of benefits, under this chapter. 

Section 779e, Pub. L. 88–309, § 7, May 20, 1964, 78 Stat. 
199, related to working conditions on projects funded, 
and to disposal of property acquired, under this chap-
ter. 

Section 779f, Pub. L. 88–309, § 8, May 20, 1964, 78 Stat. 
199, authorized promulgation of rules and regulations. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective Oct. 1, 1987, see section 310 of Pub. L. 
99–659, set out as an Effective Date note under section 
4101 of this title. 
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CHAPTER 11—REGULATION OF LANDING, 
CURING, AND SALE OF SPONGES TAKEN 
FROM GULF OF MEXICO AND STRAITS OF 
FLORIDA 

Sec. 

781. Taking or catching, in waters of Gulf or 
Straits of Florida, commercial sponges of 
less than prescribed size, and landing or 
possession of same. 

782. Sponges of less than prescribed size; posses-
sion prima facie evidence. 

783. Punishment for violations of law; liability of 
vessels. 

784. Jurisdiction of prosecutions. 
785. Enforcement of law prohibiting taking of 

sponges of specified sizes; employment of 
Coast Guard vessels and Customs Service 
employees. 

§ 781. Taking or catching, in waters of Gulf or 
Straits of Florida, commercial sponges of less 
than prescribed size, and landing or posses-
sion of same 

It is unlawful for any citizen of the United 
States, or person owing duty of obedience to the 
laws of the United States, or any boat or vessel 
of the United States, or person belonging to or 
on any such boat or vessel, to take or catch, by 
any means or method, in the waters of the Gulf 
of Mexico or the Straits of Florida outside of 
State territorial limits, any commercial sponges 
measuring when wet less than five inches in 
their maximum diameter, or for any person or 
vessel to land, deliver, cure, offer for sale, or 
have in possession at any port or place in the 
United States, or on any boat or vessel of the 
United States, any such commercial sponges. 

(Aug. 15, 1914, ch. 253, § 1, 38 Stat. 692.) 

§ 782. Sponges of less than prescribed size; pos-
session prima facie evidence 

The presence of sponges of a diameter of less 
than five inches on any vessel or boat of the 
United States engaged in sponging in the waters 
of the Gulf of Mexico or the Straits of Florida 
outside of State territorial limits, or the posses-
sion of any sponges of less than the said diame-
ter sold or delivered by such vessels, shall be 
prima facie evidence of a violation of the provi-
sions of this chapter. 

(Aug. 15, 1914, ch. 253, § 2, 38 Stat. 692.) 

§ 783. Punishment for violations of law; liability 
of vessels 

Every person, partnership, or association 
guilty of a violation of the provisions of this 
chapter shall be liable to a fine of not more than 
$500, and in addition such fine shall be a lien 
against the vessel or boat on which the offense 
is committed, and said vessel or boat shall be 
seized and proceeded against by process of libel 
in any court having jurisdiction of the offense. 

(Aug. 15, 1914, ch. 253, § 3, 38 Stat. 692.) 

FEDERAL RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE 

Admiralty and maritime rules of practice (which in-
cluded libel procedures) were superseded, and civil and 
admiralty procedures in United States district courts 
were unified, effective July 1, 1966, see rule 1 and Sup-
plemental Rules for Certain Admiralty and Maritime 

Claims, Title 28, Appendix, Judiciary and Judicial Pro-
cedure. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Forfeitures and seizures— 
Jurisdiction, see sections 1333, 1355, and 1356 of Title 

28, Judiciary and Judicial Procedure. 
Proceedings, see section 2461 of Title 28. 

§ 784. Jurisdiction of prosecutions 

Any violation of the provisions of this chapter 
shall be prosecuted in the district court of the 
United States of the district wherein the of-
fender is found or into which he is first brought. 

(Aug. 15, 1914, ch. 253, § 4, 38 Stat. 692.) 

§ 785. Enforcement of law prohibiting taking of 
sponges of specified sizes; employment of 
Coast Guard vessels and Customs Service 
employees 

The Secretary of Commerce shall enforce the 
provisions of this chapter, and he is authorized 
to empower such officers and employees of the 
Department of Commerce as he may designate, 
or such officers and employees of other depart-
ments as may be detailed for the purpose, to 
make arrests and seize vessels and sponges, and 
upon his request the Secretary of the Treasury 
may employ the vessels of the Coast Guard or 
the employees of the Customs Service to that 
end. 

(Aug. 15, 1914, ch. 253, § 5, 38 Stat. 692; Jan. 28, 
1915, ch. 20, § 1, 38 Stat. 800; 1939 Reorg. Plan No. 
II, § 4(e), eff. July 1, 1939, 4 F.R. 2731, 53 Stat. 
1431; Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, §§ 1, 20, 63 Stat. 495, 561; 
1970 Reorg. Plan No. 4, eff. Oct. 3, 1970, 35 F.R. 
15627, 84 Stat. 2090.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

‘‘Secretary of Commerce’’ and ‘‘Department of Com-
merce’’ substituted in text for ‘‘Secretary of the Inte-
rior’’ and ‘‘Department of the Interior’’ in view of: cre-
ation of National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration in Department of Commerce and Office of Ad-
ministrator of such Administration; abolition of Bu-
reau of Commercial Fisheries in Department of the In-
terior and Office of Director of such Bureau; transfers 
of functions, including functions formerly vested by 
law in Secretary of the Interior or Department of the 
Interior which were administered through Bureau of 
Commercial Fisheries or were primarily related to such 
Bureau, exclusive of certain enumerated functions with 
respect to Great Lakes fishery research, Missouri River 
Reservoir research, Gulf Breeze Biological Laboratory, 
and Trans-Alaska pipeline investigations; and transfer 
of marine sport fish program of Bureau of Sport Fish-
eries and Wildlife by Reorg. Plan No. 4 of 1970, eff. Oct. 
3, 1970, 35 F.R. 15627, 84 Stat. 2090, set out in the Appen-
dix to Title 5, Government Organization and Employ-
ees. 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out in 
the Appendix to Title 5. 

‘‘Coast Guard’’ substituted in text for ‘‘Revenue Cut-
ter Service’’ on authority of act Jan. 28, 1915, which 
combined Revenue Cutter Service and Life-Saving 
Service to form Coast Guard. That act was repealed by 
section 20 of act Aug. 4, 1949, section 1 of which reestab-
lished Coast Guard by enacting Title 14, Coast Guard. 

Coast Guard transferred to Department of Transpor-
tation and all functions, powers, and duties, relating to 
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